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to give the pinkish colour. The sensitivity of the reaction is
considerably increased by the addition of small amounts of either
creatine or a-naphthol (5 per cent.) alcoholic solution immediately
before adding the KOH solution.
Methyl-Bed Reaction is merely a test for the production of
acid. After growth in a glucose-broth medium a few drops of a
methyl-red solution (0-1 gnu methyl-red dissolved in 300 ml.
alcohol made up to 500 ml. with distilled water) are added to the
culture ; the appearance of a red colour indicates a high H ion
concentration and is a positive reaction.